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Exam Course Title : Methodologies of Educational Research
(Information: The total marks of the exam are 100, with four questions, each of which carries 25 marks. )

1. Please give some examples to identify and critique strengths and weaknesses of
experimental research, case study, and action research methodologies used in
educational research. (25%)

2. What insights can Schubert's article "curriculum inquiry" bring to you? please list
at least 3 points and elaborate them. (25%)

3. If a teacher says “educational theory has nothing to do with educational practice.
They are irrelevant to each other.” How do you clarify the teacher’s myth or
impression about the relationship between educational theory and practice from
each of the perspectives of scientific, interpretive and critical paradigms in
educational research? (25%)

4. Action Research addresses a different set of questions, aiming at a secure,
prescriptive approach to what is to be done in an essentially ethical environment of
education. The development of reflective professionals who apply moral
judgement to the review of their own practice is seen as more important than
developing a broader, descriptive understanding of how education operates in any
larger sense (Turner, 2004, p64).

According to the above quotation, please answer the following questions: (25%)

1) What kinds of questions are addressed by Action Research? And what purposes
can be served by conducting an action research into an educational setting?

2) Why “developing a broader, descriptive understanding of how education
operates in any larger sense” is considered as less important when applying an
action research approach into an educational setting?
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Exam Course Title : Research Seminar on Education Reform

(Information: The total marks of the exam are 100, with four questions, each of which carries 25 marks. )

1. Please describe and critique the basic principles and perspectives of Detesting and
Degrading Schools by Bower, J., & Thomas, P. (Eds.) (2013) (25%)

2. Do you agree with Count's belief: "Schools should build a new social order™ ?
provide your reasons and explanation. (25%)

3. What kinds of challenges do educators nowadays have to meet? How could
teachers in the classroom redesign their teaching to meet those challenges? (25%)

4. Neito (1999) argues that “’it is indisputable that culture, language, and learning are
connected (p. 62)”; hence, what are the implications for teachers and schools
concerning the links among language, culture and learning?
Please give your answer from the aspects of curriculum, the role of teacher, and
school policy and practice. (25%)
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