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Exam Course Title : Methodologies of Educational Research

(Information: The total marks of the exam are 100, with four questions, each of which carries 25 marks. )

1. Qualitative studies in education can be fascinating and insightful but they may
leave readers with a quantitative disposition worrying about the generality of their
findings. Quantitative studies, on the other hand, whilst providing data from larger
and more representative samples, seem more mechanical and arid to qualitative
researchers. But both methods have advantages and disadvantages and the results
from different methods can complement each other.

Given your interest in developing a new English teaching program to increase
elementary student’s motivation to learn English, please discuss how you would
design and analyze such a study by applying both qualitative method and
quantitative method and the results from different methods can complement each
other.

2. What are the major differences between qualitative approach and quantitative
approach for curriculum research? You may use certain curriculum reform (or
policy) example(s) to strengthen your statement.

3. Use definition and example to compare positivist and interpretive View of
Educational Theory and Practice.

4. Please comment the paper of Schubert, W. (2008). Curriculum inquiry. In
Connelly, F.M., He, M.F. & J. Phillion (Eds.)(399-419). The SAGE handbook of
curriculum and instruction. CA: SAGE Publications.
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Exam Course Title : Research Seminar on Education Reform

(Information: The total marks of the exam are 100, with four questions, each of which carries 25 marks. )

1.Based on the basic principles and perspectives of Detesting and Degrading Schools
by Bower, J., & Thomas, P. (Eds.) (2013), please describe, discuss, and analyze the
impacts and influence of grading and testing on teachers’ teaching and students’
learning, and how to solve these impacts and influences caused by grading and
testing.

2. How IT (Information Technology) can really benefit classroom curriculum and
instruction? MOOCs, as an example, has been promoted by various
countries/universities in this regard. What's your perceptions and suggestions for
MOOCs? (specify your reasons)

3. In 21st Century workplace, what skills will our students need to develop? How
could teachers do to facilitate students’ learning in mixed-ability classrooms?

4. How to foster talent in the 21st century by learning assessment policies and
strategies from central government, local government, schools and teachers?
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