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Spencer maintained that the common omission of drawing and music as an important element
in the training of children was in contempt of some of the most obvious of nature’s
suggestions with regard to the natural development of human faculties; and the better recent
practice in some English and American schools verifies his statement; nevertheless some of
the best secondary schools in both countries still fail to recognize drawing and music as
important elements in liberal education. (25 %)
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My interpretations are provisional...... All we can do, | believe, is cultivate multiple ways of
seeing and multiple dialogues in a world where nothing stays the same. All | can do is to try
to provoke my readers to come together in making pathways through that world with their
students, leaving thumbprints as they pass. Our “fundamental anxiety” one writer has said...is
that we will pass through the world and leave no mark; that anxiety is what induces us to
devise projects for ourselves, to live among our fellow beings and reach out to them, to
interpret life from our situated standpoints to try—over and over again—to begin. In a sense, |
have written...to remedy that anxiety. It grants a usefulness to the disinterest of seeing things
small at the same time that it opens to and validates the passion for seeing things close up and
large. For this passion is the doorway for imagination; here is the possibility of looking at
things as if they could be otherwise. This possibility, for me, is what restructuring might
signify. Looking at things large is what might move us on to reform. (25 4 )

Maxine Green, Releasing the Imagination.



